QUESTION;

If Congress were going to appropriate additional resources for the
Drug Enforcement Administration in 1985, how much could you effectively
use and for what purposes (assuming July passage of a supplemental
appropriation)?

ANSWER;

The Drug Enforcement Administration and the Department are currently
examining options relating to security coats, communications enhance-
ments and increased staffing overseas, which CEA could utilize effec-
tively this fiscal year.

f Five Percent Pay Cut

QUESTION;

Your budget proposal Includes a projected decrease of $5,678,000 for
a five percent cut that will not be approved by Congress. What will
be the Impact on workyears and by program of absorbing this amount?

ANSWER;

If the $5.7 million is not added back in, we will have to absorb it
from current operating funding.   The five percent pay reduction re-
presents approximately 1,6% of the total appropriation request.   To
absorb that amount would require, in the short run, selective reduc-
tions in payroll costs, such as for overtime and other than full-time
positions and day-to-day operating costs.   As an alternative to the
pay cut, the administration reached agreement with the Senate that it
will no longer Insist on a five percent pay reduction in FY 1986 If
alternative savings included in the Budget Resolution provide for
substantial Government-wide work force and management reforms includ-
ing hiring limitations, deferral of within grade and merit pay
increases for one year and recomputation of salaries on the basis of
2,087 hours instead of the current 2,080 hour workyear.

Since the Congress may use the five percent pay cut savings to meet
the Budget Resolution reductions, it would be inappropriate to add
back fund related to the five percent pay out.

DrugJProblan i in .Tarrant County , Texas
QUESTION!

Last month the mayors of Ft. Worth, Arlington, and Hurst, Texas, oame
to my office to outline the drug problem in Tarrant County.

Am I correct the DEA has suggested that a Federal-state-local task
force be established to deal with this situation?

ANSWER!

DEA and the police departments In Fort Worth, North Richland Hills ,
Arlington, Bedford, Hurst, and Euless, and the Tarrant County Sheriff's
Office are In the process of preparing cooperative agreements to
establish a Federal/State and local Task Force to meet the escalating
drug trafficking situation in the area.

QUESTION!

The mayors indicated that DEA requires $300,000 for this task force,
Can't you find that amount within your overall appropriation of almost
$330,000,000?

ANSWER;

During 1985, we have had to make some very difficult resource alloca-
tion decisions, Including a reallocation of $7 million for equipment
of on-going operational needs. Further there nave been unanticipated
requirements for security enhancements. However, DEA la In the
process, within currently available resources, of establishing a
state and local task force at Fort Worth.al
